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M^irdiis pffeversl Litters fe^t t$ the Publisher from Edinbi: 
^the Lesmd ^r, James Gregory »## wkm they were writim 
by that mteilige»t Kmghi Sir George Mzk^TiZyfrcm Tar bur, 

!♦ ,*-|— -HE wind here,on the 21 tk ofDecemk. la^,\vas extraordi- 
jL riary : it broke a Sra-idard-ftone^ that flood as an Obeask 
near an old Church ; which frene v-'as 2r;oi:t nfooth'ghj $ loo: 
broad, and near 2 foot thick. Wi:o,t weeds werecver-tum'd , 
and corn up from the roor^though :n a fowfcitoation.lt blew from 
the North- weft, and of a long time :he wind had continued Wefier- 

2. I had notice of a fhrnnomewB^ that I judged odd and confl- 
derable in fearching into the nature of Cold^ wh ch is ^ That there 
is a litle Lake in Straberrick on the I.ord Levels Lands, which ne- 
ver freezes all over (even in the moft vehement f ofts, } before Je- 
hmrj^ but one nights froft there-after wib frctze it all over, 
and two nights then wlil make the Ice of a %^ery conliderable thick- 
nefs. This I did inquire after very follicitoufiy from the hcnellef: 
and foberefl of the adjoyning Inhabitants, and it w as verified by 
fo many,that there was left no place to doubt the truth of the m.ar- 
rer of faft. I have fince heard of two other Lakes, erne of which 
is on Lands belonging to my felf, called Leek M^.'^ar , of a pretty 
largenefs, which fteddily keeps the fame method, and I ha%'e in- 
quired after it by many , who have affirmed i: to me on their own 
knowledge. There is another litle Lake in Sir^^iaJJ) at Giemamch 
on Lands belonging to omChipim; the lake aes in a bottom 
'twixt thetopsof a very high hill, £0 that the bottom it Mf is %''ery 
high. This Lake never wants Ice on it in the middle, even in the 
hotted Summer, though it thaws near the edges: And this Ice is 
found on it, though the Sun by reafon of the reflexion from the hills 
in that Country is very hot, and Lakes lying as high in the neigh- 
bourhood have no fuch phcsmomenom 'Tis obfervable alfo, that 
about the borders of this Lake the Grafs keeps a continaa! ver- 
dure, as if it were in a conftant Spring, and feeds and fattens beafls 
more in a week, then any other Grafs doth in a forthnighr* The 
matter of faft I have fully examined in both thefe ; but to hit the 
caufe, requires a better Philofopher then I am, &€. Fekmr, 8. 
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3. Our famous Lake ilTe/} never freezes; but on the contrary 
In the violentefl frofts the greater clouds of fteams 66 arife from it. 
And I remember, that at two fevera! times, I being at Invernefs^ 
walking in the evenings along the bridge over the R iver A'i^p.a mift 
of thofe fteams coming from the Lake and falling down to us over 
the River f for there wasno mift in any place thereabout buron this 
Lake and River only,)our hair became all white^like the whitencfs 
of a boare-frofl, but it was fofc and warm j and this was in the 
midft of Summ.erand in warm even uigs. Laft week I was fpeak- 
ing withDnGe^r^^ MAkenzy (v^hoWvtszt Inverse fs^ of this mdLt* 
ter : He told me^ that he obferves Rofemsry to continue in the gar- 
dens about that Lakes fide , notwithftandmg the laft Winters 
long and violent frofts ; whereas a far lefs violent Winter ordinari- 
ly kills all the Rofemary which is in gardens that lye in warmer 
places and at the Sea-fide i And, which is more, though I live near 
it, and in a better fojle and warmer fcituation ) yet any Winter, 
more than ordinary cold,kills my Rofemary^ though covered over 
\vith ftraw and litter : Whereas near Logh N'efit regiained good, 
though uncovered, in the laft fharp Winter ; which he attributes 
(and, J think, on good ground) to the warmth occafioned by thofe 
fleams that frequently arife from that Lake. Fei^r. 25.167*-. 

4. Having in my former Letters written of water,! fball yet add 
thrsof thatfubjed ; That in Gkvelgzt a place called AchignigUun 
there is a litle Rivolet, which fo turns Uolly into a greenifl) ftone , 
that they ordinarily make moulds of it for caftingof balls for fu- 
fees ; and Tinkers that work in brafs make both their moulds and 
melting pots of iti and women their round wharls for fpinning. 
May it no: be,, that by the long infufion in water, defcending from 
hills, which perhaps aboand itimar^e capable to be refolved into 
fmall particles by the conflant wafhing of the watcr,inay it not be, 
1 fay, that thefe litle particles do intrude into thecleanfed pores of 
the Holly ^ and fo make up that foft ftone? And any thing ligneous 
remaining of the very hard timber, being all incruftated with this 
n^rble, may it not thereby be guarded from the aftioaof ihe fire.<* 
Jprili6, 1673^ 
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